


3. Patch Kit

There are a large variety of kits out there that provide you with all of the
necessary materials to patch your inner tubes, (glue, mini cheese grater, emery
paper, tire levers, and a variety of patches). For the lazy ones out there, they
now have glueless patches that you just apply over the punctured inner tube.

4. Chain Tool

It may not happen very often but when you break a chain you will be walking
home, unless you carry a chain breaking tool. This device allows you to push
out one of the connecting pins and remove any damaged links. Once you have
removed the damaged links this tool enables you to reconnect the chain. Many of
the multi-tools that are available incorporate a chain break into their design, as
well as many of the other tools discussed in this section. I also carry some extra
Hyperglide chain pins and several “Missing Link” chain connectors.

5. Allen Keys

With a small selection of allen keys, you are able to conduct most of the
adjustment and repairs that you will encounter out on the trails. Go over your
personal bike and determine which ones you need.

6. Combo Wrenches

Depending on the construction of your personal bike you may or may not
have much need for these wrenches, but you can bet that some of your fellow
riders will. I usually carry 8mm, 9mm, and 10mm wrenches with me.

7. Spoke Wrench

This is another one of these tools that you pack in the back of your tool kit
and forget about. One day, after a monumental crash, you will look down and
discover that your wheel is no longer spinning freely. This little wrench will
allow you to true your wheel enough as to enable you to ride back to the car.

8. Extras

I like to carry a few “zip ties”, some electrical tape, a tiny tube of chain oil,
and a small amount of money in case I need to make a phone call or
desperately need a coffee before heading home.
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